RIBCHESTER PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting on 20th October 2025
PRESENT: 
Parish Councillors:, Cromie, Mason, Yates
Borough Councillor: K Barnsley
Residents:  Two
Apologies:  Councillors Caunce, Dickinson, Ellis & Finch

1 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:   None

2 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

2.1 Following on from the previous Council meeting where concerns were expressed about the closure/blocking of the footpaths across the land from Stoneygate Lane to Cage Farm, the local Public Rights of Way Manager attended this meeting to clarify what was possible/feasible for the County Council to undertake to ameliorate the situation.  He reported that whilst the footpath had been blocked there is another footpath to the west of the stream, which had led to the conclusion that there was no requirement to give priority to removing the obstructions at this time.  The advice received from LCC was to send in a s138 notice to pursue the matter further.
2.2 A question was raised from the floor requesting information about Defibrillators in the Parish.  Councillors were able to reassure the resident that there were sufficient defibrillators across the village at the Social Club, Stydd Gardens, Black Bull, near the public toilets and at Bee Mill.  A local resident has been kindly looking after them for some years. 
2.3 A further issue was raised about the number and frequency of tractors travelling (sometimes at speed) through the village.  Of particular concern was the speeding/driving on pavements along which they travelled.  Cllr Barnsley has spoken to the local farm about this concern.
2.4 A final matter raised was the condition of the building annexed to the Premier Shop.  The parlous state of the space was clearly visible, now that the former posters had collapsed onto the floor.  Cllr Barnsley reported that he would approach the staff in the shop to try and get a remedy.


3 CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES:
The minutes of the meeting on 15 September were confirmed as a true record and duly signed.

 
4 MATTERS ARISING
4.1 – Oak Bank Farm.  Cllr Barnsley had ‘called-in’ the application, but had been advised that it was too late for this to be actioned. He had, however, undertaken a site visit and requested the owners to make amendments.  These to go to consultation.  Cllr Barnsley opined that it is seen to be preferable to withdraw than resubmit.  (Action:  Cllr B to pursue).
4.2 In respect of Minute 4.2 concerning progress on the plaques for Memorial Benches it was reported that there were four benches left for which residents could apply. It was agreed that the Chair would discuss the previous proposal to have a board (attached securely) to the wall above the plaques with Cllr Finch.

5 PLANNING APPLICATONS
3/2025/0585 – Flats 1 – 4 Alms Houses.  This was an application to carry out building repairs by the Housing Association.
3/2025/0692 – Page House, Dilworth Bottoms. Application to create new entrance and parking area – no decision yet.
3/2025/0650 – Parsonage Farm.  Application to create new gated entrance and to undertake planting.
3/2025/0606 – Eatoughs Farm, Fleet Street.  To develop a riding arena and store room

6 FINANCIAL MATTERS:
6.1 -  Income – the Council had received the annual Concurrent Function Grant of £650.  (This is to cover the payments made to the Lengthsman)
6.2– Council considered the Payments for Approval and RESOLVED that the following payments be made:

SS Peter & Pauls Parish Centre     Room Hire		£30
Deborah Groves Parish Clerk       Salary payments for
                                                         September - October	£499.20
					         Reimbursement for purchase of laptop £876.66
					         PAYE to HMRC            £124.24
					         Parish Notice Board Balance   £485.95
6.3 – Council also considered information provided by Cllr Finch in respect of the previous proposal to find a way to protect the Millennium Sculptures which appear to be affected by ‘weathering’.  A quotation was considered (and photographs of proposed covers).  The initial view of those Councillors present was that this would be a costly solution.  No decision was taken.  Matter to be considered again at next meeting.
6.4 – The question of a grant for SS Peter & Pauls was considered once again.  No final decision could be made, and the matter would, therefore be carried forward to the next meeting.

7 Reports from Principal Committees
7.1 – Report from Borough Council Committee(s) Councillor Barnsley

8 VILLAGE MATTERS
7.1 – It was reported that an advertisement for a replacement Lengthsman/woman had been drawn up and published.
There being no other business, the meeting closed at 9.05pm



Signed…………………………………………………………………….Chair

